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WARNING 


me decument centeins infermetion effecting the netione! security of the United Steten within the me 
of the aspienege ces U. S. Code Tithe 18, Sections 793 and 794. The lew prohibits its TRIES 
ae the revelation ite its contents in menner te on uneutheri sen, & li os its use in eny 


asin eo ges el te the selety or interest of the Unites States or fer the banefit of ony foreign gevern- 
ment te the detrimen hare United Stetes. it is Neg ees only by U. S$. passenne! oe ee 
tein sae =~ lepseeah ned te ceceive information in the designated contre! channels. its seeurity must be 
ein eccerdence w ith reguietions pertaining te the gesigneted controls. 


This document contains information referring to Projects: 
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December 3, 1963 
UNTTED STITES OVERFLIG’? OF ROUTED AREAS 


The follocving sumesry outlines tie present states of prow 
visions Zor the collection of intelligence iaformation by 
overn ad 3br’ of foreign territory. included are deseriptions of 
tke copabilicies belzg Goveloved and the crrensemaats thet bsve 
beer, wade for supervic _ and moneging this exfort on a nctional 
ni bosis. 


Overt light by the United States of fore! fen territory (“denied 
a is conencted ty means of special, recomneissance aircraft 
satellites. 


She U-2 is at procont the aircraft most dneisasiithe used for 
si:cu photoyrephic reconnaissance. Over 63 U-2 photocrashic ciissions 
were Llowa in tke past year, exclusive of regquler surveillance 
missicas over Cubs. Fresuent missions exe Elown over Com=mnist - 
os rose of the rest of the o0eplus wissions were in the South — 
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Sctcllitas ere now the only source of intelligence photoz-= 
VOPMZ OveT tue Soviet Uaicn aad ever its periphcral neighbors in 
AECEL. iesiens ebowt cace a rencth photesranh a Lerge fraction 
O- wh: Sovict Lane ress; eleost eho whole Soviet Unioa is covered 
at least ence curing a year’s cvaration. The satellite svoter | 

2c for tlds photcaraphy © s eon cuiled “Sroséecovorece" system « 
pLotesra 20RS & Sweth eESout 803 -2 2s wice ou tke ¢ mound, % wach on 
acuty or resolution cufficians = icentizy aad Locate primary 
military tarxers such as mizuule sites. Unccr sood conditions, . 
Ovjcets Ens Lextorss smaller ica 10 feet in dimension can be 
accutirica trom this photegres.iy. Seis resolution is considerably 
hess then that previded by th. LowereEl ying, U2, but the area 
cist con ba covered by this bocadecovcrage satcl3ite system is 

Vary Eroat. | 7 


Sines TSI — o£ ps aivst Guscesict. . Senrmcassence 
cuceliiite ae ee eusust 13952, tue United Scouse kas esaducted 
3D SuceEseiss a & coverage rhoterre: ils maseicas, which nave | 
elds ach tall trimiwy base of Unitec States iafornation concerning 
Covad Pons | Oy deployment. | | 
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Zo replace the existing U-2, a new reconnaissance eireral: 


is oalas dcvaloped to fly at speeds c£ Mech 3.2 at altitudes up 


to $0,000 feet. This elreract wiil operate entirely frea bases 
within the continental United States, ccaisted by air rcfuciing 
strategic points. Soecial provision hes bocn made to kcup 
Cue rocar cress-section quite low, wileh will increase the 
Gifficwity of "eacmy” ececctica end bastile actica. The First 


~S$bashe was u2ce in April 1952. To date, 12 aivereft have tsen 


delivered to tha fligat tess site, and over 502 f£lRichee have been 
wade totelling €79 heurs, with the lonecst flight beies 3 hours, 
the kishest speed achieved being Mech 3.2, acd the greatest 
eltitucc 70,000 fect. Cn tha besis of procross to date, it tc 


expoctcd Cost initial operationcl capability will be roaches 
pore = 1565. | 





£il film f<xrem catebllice reeunncicsance rigsions is recovered 
by Giz ecteh in the Pacific recovery ccaa near Raveii. The 
typical rissios eccoxplicihcs ite chosezrepby in absut four days. — 

Ta ectcllite reconiwaisscuc? oifort also contsins payloads 
eovotac to collection of elzctvonic sar-21 intelliewnee, waich is 
tclegea eleetronicelly fsca che catellitc to ¢ network cf tracking 
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Receuse of the extreme scneltivity of reccnnaissence over | 
ctaied areas, the eatire effort has besn orcanized on a netional 
bosis tader stringent secerity reles defined and swoported by | 
evpsopriate matiouel policy. As part of this policy, steps have 
boom texan to rininize public. _Spaculation conccening reconanelssance, 
ena to avoid eny oificicl contiznsation that the Enited States is 
cagaved iu such activities. With the exception of previous 
exposu7cs conceruing Ue2 coployrcut, aud previous official acknowl- 

ecip:cut thse the United States wes ectively cnagezed in cevelopnent 
c£ cazellite reconusissance capability (in comaection with the 
bi pe previously identicicd «3 SAMUS), all development is beiag 

cxried out on a coyest ("biack") basis requiring centrally cone 
trolled spociel clearexces for each witting individual. In 
ecaltion Co cvoiding aay officiel confireation that the United 
States 13 currently coliecting ectuel overélight intellicenc2 
iugormation, every effort is mace to protect, threugh the most 
stringeat sccurity pzocedures, any knouledge of the kind and 
quality of the results which have been obtained, 


To avoid public epeculation enout or official confirmation 

rape the _overdligne efiort, even tne uame of the responsible 
Cz, romication « the Necitoaal Reconnaissance Cifica - ic SECRET. 

2 SStTocwne pateoen the Sceretary of Taft fanse end the Tirector 

of Central inteilizonce, tne Ketienual Kaccnnalssance Gilice i3. 
cetibiished as an aperating azencz of the Ucpertwment of defense, | 
sg pdlent Ee Ghip fren the saverai Services and égencles wiiose — 

wassuTcas ara involved. The Uncce Sacretery of the Air Force is 
the Dire ator ez the Metioncl Ucccauaissence GEEice. The efreze te 
esfcrt is Largely delegated to the Centre] Intalligence Agency, 
with expropriate assietance fre the Pepertueat’ of the Air Force. - 
a2 Seccllite wecounaasconce elzore Bo cersied out by specially 
organized units ci the Lepertncat © tnz dic Forec, with secuxity 
cna ccner assistance from uaits cf te central Intcllig=nce Aqaacy. 
éssistance zn tna field cf cicnsl inceliiganece ccuias fron spcciscli ly 

scepizcd units of the Department ef tie levy. 


441 intelligence collection pontireuicts azo esteblished b7 
shea United Stetcas Intelligence Loard. Ali photographic reevlts 
Gve uuce availsble to the iatcliigonce commmity through the 
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ations] Yhotegrephic Interpretation Center and the Defense Intele 
Rigence Agsacy. Signel intellisence rcsults ara made available 
tirouc tun Rational Security Agency. Basic operating policy and 
supervision is provided to the Lirecter of the Nationa! Recone- 
noissence Office by the Scerectury of Defense and the Dirsctor of 
Contrsl intekligence. Higher level review and supcrvicion is 
saviccd on @ chose end continuing besis by the 5412 Svecial Croup 
of the National Security Covneil, and by the Presideat’s Foreisn 
ineeLliserce Advisory Board. | 


| The entire eifort is —— in fiscal 
yeer 1954, of TE ce Sstcllite recon 
neisscncc) end has procuced extrexcly important intelligence | 
rcuuits. The security considerations associated with the effort 
hava maskcd impressive technical ceeamplishmeats. The achkievorent 
of cuutained level fligtt at over Hech 3 in a titaniwa airercft 
savolves numerous excoptional tecknicel ecvances. The saccllitce 
sccoupiishicats are equally icpressive, and include succesefui 
ecvelogncnt of orbiteadjust cepability, including plenncd de-orbit 
uf the cntire vehicle in a rewote ocean erea efter cexpiction of 
~2 roconnaizsazee missicn end tseovary of the film. In addition, 
the sustoegrenmic results obteined from altituces of avercexizately 
Lud novtieal miles heve cucezced the original cesien specifications 
ma reprosent ca outstandiag technical echievement. ‘Theee latter 
vesults era illustrated by the folimvzing phctozraphs obteined of 
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